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Have you ever wondered what was the most important role Andrew Jackson played as president of The United States? Andrew Jackson’s most important role as president for both of his two terms in office was Commander-in-Chief. The Commander-in-Chief has the power to send troops to any location in the world. Even if war is not declared he still retains this power. Also the president has the power to send troops to different parts of the US for domestic purposes. 


There were two actions performed in this role that make this role the most important role in Andrew Jackson’s presidency. President Jackson issued a vital command in 1832 that sent the armed forces to Charleston to collect tariff duties. This action was critical to the history of our nation. Andrew Jackson decided upon this course of action because the state government of South Carolina nullified a high federal tariff act in 1832. South Carolina wanted to pay less money on taxed imports. The second critical action that President Jackson ordered as Commander in Chief involved the Seminole Indians in Florida. Around 1835 the US military ordered by Andrew Jackson forced the Seminoles of Florida south into the Everglades.

The reason using military force to collect tariff taxes was so important was that if the federal government allowed a state to void a federal law other states would be encouraged to do the same. And without tariffs the United States companies and corporations would be competing at a disadvantage with international industries. This chain of events would have led to great damage to the US economy. On the second action, if the Seminole Native Americans were not moved off their traditional land then expansion into Florida would be extremely harsh for any settlers. Thus his most important role was as Commander-in-Chief. The United States had not protected its sovereignty and the American Indians had not been forced off their lands, this would be a very different country today. 
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