A.


The costume that the reeve wore was chosen for the purposes of warmth, practicality and to show his status. The reeve had on a full coat, probably made of strong wool or cotton, and thick socks, at least knee length. This thick, dark blue or red colored fabric will keep him warm and out of the elements. The reeve’s  hood would keep him dry  when it rained, and the doubled part over his shoulder would help keep the rain off the rest of him. This outfit and pouches around his belt were all practical, his clothes were easy to wear and permitted movement, and modestly covered the wearer. Also, his belt was practical for holding the reeve’s pouches and sword. His shoes were of supple leather, which would be good for walking around a manor and also good for riding a horse. The colors, dark blue and red, indicate that he had some wealth to afford the fine material and blue and red dye colors that are in the whole garment, The red hood could have been a style or could have symbolized a rank on the manor where he worked.

B.

The reeve took care of the lords manor, economically and agriculturally. He oversaw all the farming, such as the planting, buying and selling of cows. The reeve oversaw the labor of the workers and fired and hired workers. He bought equipment and collected crops from the workers. The reeve also maintained himself as an accountant and made sure that the taxes were collected. 

C.


The reeve was usually of the veillen class, the highest class of dependant peasent, but could sometimes be a noble or freeman, a landowner and person who bowed to no lord. The reeve was lower than a baliff  and was elected by the people or appointed by a lord. The reeve spoke probably without much accent, because he was an accountant and used to running things and liked to be officious..

D. 


The reeve probably fit better into the scheme of things when the middle class emerged because at this time he was in the tiny minority that was not a serf but was also by no means nobility or clergy. Possibly a reeve could have lost only name value through time, because a sheriff or baliff could have taken away the need for a reeve. Possibly the job could have later been divided among many people of the middle class. It doesn’t seem always like the reeve was best trained and was probably replaced by many people who knew better, and performed certain jobs more efficiently.

E. 

There was once a miller who lived near Cambridge, at Trumpington. The man who proud as a Peacock, by the name of Sly Simpkin. They lived near a bridge where a brook ran under. This miller had a wife, the daughter of a parish priest who was raised in a nunnery and was very proud of herself. They also had a 20-year old daughter of ample proportions who had glass-blue eyes and golden hair. They had a 6-month old son too, still in the crib. 


There were two college students, John and Alain who had come to have their wheat ground by the miller and swore on their necks that they would not be cheated one peck. They were very crude and reckless youth, ready for adventure of any sort. They arrived and asked the miller to grind their wheat, he obliged, knowing he could gull these country bumpkins. He started to grind the wheat, and Alain said he wanted to watch since he had never seen it before, his father raised cows. After a while, there came a chance for the miller to cheat them. He crept into the barn and untied their horses, which ran off into the fen. Simpkins wife told the students of this and they ran off into the fen for their horses. While they were gone, the miller stole some of the wheat and made a cake with it. He also took some for later use. After the two students had found their horses and arrived back at the millers house it was past dark and they had to stay there. The miller was happy to oblige, after just gulling them. So they were bedded down for the night. The daughter and wife made a feast of a turkey, bread and fruit and vegetables. Later that night, with the miller completely plastered they went to bed, with John and Alain in one bed, Simpkin and his wife with the baby at the foot in another and the daughter in the third bed. Late that night, Alain woke and climbed in bed with the miller’s daughter and they were soon very busy. John was brooding over his misfortune when he had an idea. When the wife got up to urinate, he put the crib in front of his bed. When she came back she felt at her husbands bed for the crib but didn’t find it and tried John’s bed. She climbed in with him and they got busy also.


When the sun started to rise, Alain said farewell to the daughter, who had told him where the cake was. He climbed back in the bed without the crib (the millers) and told him what he had just done. The miller woke up in a rage and got into a fight with Alain. John was looking for something to hit the miller with alongside the miller’s wife. She found something and beat her husband senseless with it. After that the students left, leaving the miller thoroughly beaten.
