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Analysis of FDR's 2nd Fireside chat


It was the beginning of the president's first term, and our nation was at the very bottom of its worst depression ever. FDR rightfully felt personally responsible for revitalizing the American economy through “Keynesian” economics. Unemployment in America is at an incredible low of 25%, industrial production is halved, and so is most economic activity. This had an incredible toll on the individual psyche, as no end seemed to be in sight for the great depression. 3 years of economic depravity took its toll on all members of society, both physically and mentally.


Franklin Roosevelt, a democrat, seeks to endorse some what radical programs to actively reverse both the negative effects of the depression, the depression, while at the same time physically improving the land of this nation. FDR speaks from the 2nd person associating himself with the government when really all the programs he describes are either being run directly by himself with his extensive new executive powers with a flexible congress, or that flexible congress signing into law plans he proposed to it. From his perspective, he sees the beginning of the end of the depression, and what the government has to do to remedy the problem.


FDR speaks confidently in his descriptions of both the nature of his programs and to the benefits of the programs both on the economy, in terms of reducing unemployment, and in terms of national improvement. He feels that his innovative new programs will provide a wide array of benefits including all the benefits stated above and reducing agricultural over producing and he believes that the goal the programs are achieving is the prevention of another depression.
