Arndt

GHIST 150

Take Home Final Exam

Fall 2003
The final exam consists of two sections--one based on content, the other on critical thinking skills--Exams are due at the following times:

Section 6 (TTH 1100-1215 class) exam--Thurs., 11 December 1230--Jackson 1A
Section 9 (TTH 200-315 class) exam--Tues., 9 December 330-Jackson 1A

Exams sent to the instructor as e-mail attachments will not be accepted!

All exams are open book and should be word processed.
Content--Write a 750-1000 word essay on one of the following (50%):

1. Imagine that you are Vladamir Putin and you are considering whether Russia should join NATO.  Write a position paper discussing the rise and fall of communism in Russia/Soviet Union.  What underlying factors contributed to the revolution?  What specific events served as a catalyst for the revolution?  What did people expect from the Revolution?  How did communism end in the Soviet Union?  What conclusions can you draw about Soviet communism and Russian history from these events?  Do you think Russia's interests can coincide with those of NATO?  Explain.

2. Imagine that you are a member of President Bush's cabinet and have been asked to reshape US policy in the Middle East.  Discuss how decolonization, Arab nationalism (including Islamic fundamentalism), oil, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have shaped conditions in the region.  What should US policy be in the region?   To what extent should the events of September 11 affect American decision-making?  Should the US attack Iraq?  Explain. 

3. Imagine that you are a Japanese government official and your country is considering a closer relationship with China.  Prepare a speech to be delivered on Chinese television discussing how Japanese aggression affected your neighbors, discuss Mao's impact on China while comparing it with the Japanese post-war economic miracle, describe the current (2002) state of each nation's economy, and offer a conclusion as to whether a closer relationship between China and Japan would be mutually beneficial.  What might this relationship look like?  Explain.

Critical Thinking Essays—Complete all of the following (150-200 words each--30%):

1. Discuss the thesis, antithesis, conclusions and use of evidence in Moss, Terry, and Upshur-- Reading 14.2 (Be sure to provide examples that support your point.)

2. Discuss the author's distance, bias/assumptions, authority and audience in Moss, Terry, and Upshur-- Reading 17.3A  (Be sure to provide examples that support your point.)

3. Locate at least five logical fallacies in Moss, Terry, and Upshur--Reading 18.3A  (Be sure to provide examples that support your point.)
Synthesis Essay—Complete the following (350-400 words—20%):

1. Using the Kent State materials, write an essay describing what happened at Kent State.  Who do you blame for this incident?  Why?  What evidence supports your interpretation?  Explain.

Thanks for a great semester!!  Have a terrific break.

