Ordinary Men


Your second writing assignment requires you to complete a 4-5 page study of Ordinary Men.  This book details how the so-called "ordinary men" were transformed into killers on the eastern front of World War II.  In your discussion of the paper, you should consider the following.

· Discuss the thesis of the book.  The author's central argument is fairly clear, but a careful reading of both the foreword and the last chapter "Ordinary Men" should spell out what Browning's argument is.

· Discuss who the author is and whether he possesses the authority to write on the subject.  Again, much of this information is available in the book.  You need not say much about biases and perspective here, although a few comments on each would be nice.

· Discuss the author's sources.  Again, the foreword offers a detailed discussion of major sources and how the author used them.

· Summary and analysis go hand in hand.  Most of your paper will summarize the book, but you need to do more than try to condense everything you read into a few pages.  You, instead need to draw some major points from the book that can be supported by different events in the book.  Therefore, you need not discuss every event in the book or even material from each chapter, but rather should consider organizing your book around ideas such as how these men became a part of the military, what they were expected to do on the eastern front, what they found there, how they reacted to being asked to kill, and how, in general they came to terms with killing civilians.

· You should include some reaction.  For example, this book deals with the holocaust and World War II.  You should consider discussing how this book impacted your understanding of both events.  Your paper might also consider the impact that war and ethnic hatred can have on a group of men such as those described in the book.  You should also consider the meaning of this book today.  For example, does it seem possible that mass killing and ethnic cleansing are possible today?  

· Be sure to write and organize your paper as well as possible.  Most student writing problems are a result of incorrect word choice, wordiness, and a lack of clarity.

Remember, final papers are due Thursday, 23 October at the beginning of class.

Good luck!!!

