GHIST 150-06/Fall 2003

Instructor:  Dr. J. Chris Arndt  

Office:  Jackson 213  

Phone:  83993  
e-mail: arndtjc@jmu.edu

Office Hours: MW 230-330, TTh 315-415 or by appointment 

All work is to be done under the rules of the JMU Honor Code.
Class Materials:  Class materials such as syllabi, study guides, weekly discussion session assignments and class announcements are available at:  http://blackboard.jmu.edu
Texts 
Findley and Rothney, Twentieth Century World, 5th ed.


Moss, Terry, and Upshur, The Twentieth Century: Readings in Global History


Bergen, Holy War Inc.

Browning, Ordinary Men

 Course Objectives

This course will teach students critical thinking skills.  Using the history of the 20th century as the subject of study, the class will consist of in-class discussion and papers relating to assigned readings.  Student papers will focus on themes in 20th century global history.   All students who successfully complete this class will demonstrate the ability to think critically.  Using the 20th century as our basis for study, we will examine important issues and consider how they might affect the coming century.  Critical thinking objectives include being able to evaluate sources in terms of accuracy, bias, and relevance; to analyze thoughts, feelings, experiences and opinions; to identify, employ and evaluate inductive and deductive reasoning; to identify, paraphrase, and evaluate the thesis, supporting assumptions (stated and unstated), and conclusions of an argument; and to distinguish and analyze various kinds of discourse and their roles in critical thinking.  All students will also demonstrate the ability to develop a coherent, logical argument based on the available evidence.  Critical thinking skills will be developed through the use of oral and written exercises; oral exercises will support objectives primarily covered in Speech Comm; writing exercises will require students to formulate and conduct an information search; use information effectively by adapting it to an organized, properly documented purpose written in standard English and adapted to an appropriate purpose, audience, and content; use writing to analyze critically thoughts, feelings, experiences, and opinions; paraphrase oral and written messages to demonstrate listening and reading skills; use written language to create a text with a clear, strong,  and significant thesis, adequate and relevant supporting evidence; appropriate documentation; and clear and valid assumptions and conclusions; and, demonstrate effective and appropriate self analysis and self directed learning skills.  Library research skills will be presented through the use of the self-paced "Go for the Gold" on-line learning module.

Tests

There will be two exams this semester, a midterm and a comprehensive final exam.  The midterm exam will consist of one essay (60 pts.), and five short essay/identification questions (40 pts.) and is worth 15% of the final grade.  The comprehensive final exam will include a section identical in format to the midterm as well as one comprehensive essay.  The final exam is worth 25% of the final grade.  PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO TAKE TESTS/EXAMS AT THE SCHEDULED TIME.

Discussion

Much of what we learn in this class will result from collaborative discussion of various issues.  Students are expected to complete the assigned readings and to comment on the material in class.  Should students neglect reading assignments or refuse to discuss material in class, the instructor reserves the right to hold unannounced, pop quizzes on the reading material.  Class discussion and pop quizzes are worth 25% of the final grade.  
Short Critique/Reaction Papers 


Each student is required to write two short critique/reaction papers.  Critique/reaction papers will focus on outside readings (Ordinary Men and Holy War Inc.).  These papers should each be 4-5 typed, double spaced pages in length.  Assignments will be graded for content, analysis, synthesis, writing skills, grammar, and organization.  Untyped papers will not be accepted.  Each paper is worth 15% of the final grade.  ALL PAPERS ARE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS--LATE PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED ONE LETTER GRADE FOR EACH DAY LATE.

Miscellaneous Writing Assignments


Five percent of each student’s grade will be based upon one page out of class writing assignments.

Grading system   


Midterm

15%


Final Exam

25%


Discussion/Quizzes
25%


Paper 1

15%


Paper 2

15%


Miscellaneous 
 5%



98‑100=A+; 94-97=A; 91-93=A-; 88‑90=B+; 84-87=B; 81-83=B-; 78‑80=C+; 74-77=C; 71-73=C-; 60-70=D; Below 60=F

(A) means genuinely outstanding,  mastery of the subject, near flawless exposition, and incisive interpretation.

(B) means well above average achievements  in mastery of the subject, exposition, and interpretation throughout the course.

(C) means comprehension of the basic concepts, competent exposition, and interpretation.  The grade of C indicates that the student has learned the subject at an appropriate university level.

(D) means unsatisfactory but still barely passing.

(F) means failure.

 These grades are earned by the student and reflect student performance.

 Attendance policy

Because this course is discussion-based, regular attendance is necessary.  Students will be allowed only 3 unexcused absences per semester.  Students will be penalized one full letter grade for each additional unexcused absence.  Students are responsible for any material they may miss due to absence. 

College of Arts and Letters First-Week Attendance Policy: Any student registered for a class in the College of Arts and Letters who does not attend the first two (2) scheduled meetings of the class (or does not attend the first scheduled meeting of a class that meets once a week) may be administratively dropped from the class.   Students dropped for non-attendance will be notified via e-mail by the Associate Dean of the College.  Students who fail to attend the first two meetings of a class for which they are registered but who do not receive an e-mail notification have not been administratively dropped by their instructor. Unless those students drop the course on their own, they will receive a grade at the end of the semester.  All students are responsible for verifying the accuracy of their schedules and changes made in their schedule via e-mail and through the web.  

Disability Policy

Students claiming a learning (or any other form of) disability requiring special arrangements must first produce appropriate documentation for their disability.

Student Behavior


Students are expected to comport themselves in a professional, courteous and respectful manner.  Students who arrive late or need to leave early should enter and/or exit as quietly and unobtrusively as possible.  Students may bring drinks or cold food to class (no hot food), but are expected to clean up after themselves before leaving class.   Students should turn off all beepers, pagers, cell phones, and other communication devices while in class.  Students failing to abide by these guidelines will face disciplinary action.

Statement on Academic Freedom: 

This class will be conducted under the aegis of the AAUP 1940 statement of Academic Freedom, the essence and spirit of which is affirmed in the current JMU Faculty Handbook.  The syllabus is subject to amendment or change at the discretion of the professor.

Completion of Assignments


Students must complete class assignments to receive a grade in the course.  Students failing to take one of the tests/exams or neglecting to hand in one of the papers will receive an incomplete "I" in the course.  Students failing to complete two assignments will receive an "F" in the course.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 




Readings 

(Findley & Rothney--F&R; Moss, Terry & Upshur--MTU; nos. denote chapters)  

Tues., 
Aug 26 
Intro


Thurs., Aug 28
The 20th  Century



F&R, 1, MTU, 1-2

Elements of an argument--Summarizing (Thesis, antithesis and conclusions)

(Write a one page essay summary of F&R, 2 for Tues., Sep 2.)
Tues., Sep   2

World War I



 
F&R , 2-3




Summarizing (Thesis, antithesis and conclusions)

Thurs.,
Sep  4

World War I




MTU, 4, 6

Elements of an argument--context



(Write a one page essay with thesis, antithesis and conclusions of one of the assigned readings in MTU 7 for Tues., Sep 9.)

Tues., 
Sep. 9

Post War Revolutions 


F&R, 4; MTU, 7

Elements of an argument--author (bias, assumptions, perspective, authority)

Thurs., Sep. 11
Go for the Gold



Modules 1-8




(Class will not meet on Tues., Sep 11)




Complete on-line test by Tues., 16 September

(Write a one page essay discussing the context and author of one of the assigned readings in MTU, 8 or 9 for Tues., Sep 16)
Tues.,
Sep 16

The 20s and the Great Depression

F&R, 5; MTU 8-9




Elements of an argument--audience, significance

Thurs., Sep 18

Rise of Fascism



F&R, 6

(Write a one page essay discussing the audience and significance of one of the assigned readings in MTU, 12 for Tues., Sep 23)
Tues.,
Sep 23

Rise of Fascism



MTU, 12




Historians and Evidence—selection

Thurs., Sep 25

Colonialism: Latin America


F&R, 7, MTU, 5





Historians and Evidence—analysis



Tues., 
Sep 30

Colonialism: Africa



F&R, 8




Historians and Evidence—analysis

Thurs., Oct 2

Colonialism: Africa and Middle East

MTU, 3.1, 11




Historians and Evidence--synthesis

(Write a one page essay discussing the author's selection, use of evidence of one of the assigned readings in MTU, 3.2 or 10 for Tues., Oct 7)
Tues.,
Oct 7

Colonialism: Asia



F&R, 9




Historians and Evidence--synthesis



Thurs., Oct 9

Colonialism: Asia



MTU, 
3.2, 10








Historians and Evidence—synthesis

Tues., 
Oct 14

Midterm Exam


Thurs.,  Oct 16
Writing Book Reviews

Tues.,
Oct 21

World War II




F&R, 10




Methods of reasoning/logical fallacies

Review of Ordinary Men--Due, Thurs., 23 October 

Thurs.,
Oct 23

World War II




MTU, 13




Methods of reasoning/logical fallacies

(Write a one page essay on the author's methods of reasoning and logical fallacies on one of the essays in MTU, 15 for Mon., Oct 28) 

Tues., 
Oct 28

Cold War




F&R, 11; MTU, 15




Discussion and Application


Thurs., Oct 30

Post-War West



F&R, 12; MTU, 14,









16, 17.1-17.2





Discussion and Application

Tues.,
Nov 4

Collapse of Communism


F&R, 13




Discussion and Application

Thurs., Nov 6

Recent Latin America



F&R, 14; MTU, 17.3 




Discussion and Application

Tues.,
Nov 11

Recent  Africa




F&R, 15; MTU, 19




Discussion and Application

Thurs.,
Nov 13

Recent Middle East



F&R, 16




Discussion and Application 




Review of Holy War Inc.--Due, Tues., 18 November

Tues., 
Nov 18

Recent Middle East



MTU, 20




Discussion and Application




No class--Thanksgiving Break

Tues.,
Nov 25

Recent Asia




F&R, 17; MTU, 18




Discussion and Application

Thurs., Nov 27
Thanksgiving Break!!

Tues.,  
Dec 2

The 21 st Century



F&R, 18, MTU 21

Thurs., Dec 4

Wrap up
Final Exam

Section 06--Thursday, 11 December 10:30-1230 in Jackson 1A 

A GUIDE TO CRITIQUE/REACTION PAPER WRITING

Writing the Short Paper
Students are required to write a short critique/reaction paper on each of the three outside assignments.  Each paper should summarize the movie/book as well as demonstrate critical thinking techniques (discussion of thesis, conclusions, use of sources, author authority and bias, modes of reasoning, logical fallacies, etc.) in examining the book.  In addition, you should provide some of your own reaction to the book.  For example, you might discuss how the events or individuals discussed in the book effected your view of the particular issue and time period discussed.  How and to what extent are the issues discussed in the book relevant today?  If you have opinions on the book's point of view or of the ideas that are advanced, either pro or con, feel free to share them. Your reaction might also include some commentary on the usefulness of each for historical study.  (The paper should be 4-5 typed, double spaced pages in length (limits will be enforced).  All papers must be typed--untyped papers will not be accepted.  Reaction papers will be graded for content, analysis, organization, writing style, grammar, and punctuation.  Inexperienced writers should consult Lunsford and Connors, The Everyday Writer for help with grammar, punctuation, mechanics, usage, etc.  Each paper is worth 15% of the final grade.  Late papers will lose one letter grade for each calendar day they are late.

Students should be familiar with the regulations of the JMU Honor Code in writing these assignments.

