Alex Beck

Response to 1st half of Interpreter of Maladies


Jhumpa Lahiri is an excellent modern day fiction writer. She writes beautifully when on home ground. Although all stories center around Indians/Americans her excellent prose is incredibly compelling, enveloping the reader into her reality.


Interpreter of Maladies theme is deeply intertwined with contemporary morality. Every short story involves important ethical issues in modern family life. Lahiri has mastered creating realistic dialogue, and character actions because she, like all great authors understands characters. Her interesting relationship with India, while growing up and living in America let’s her understand both countries and especially Indian Americans. The maladies in her stories involve love, and leave the reader in the air, so that the reader is forced to contemplate the solution or the “moral of the story.”


The story that resonate with me the most was “Interpreter of Maladies,” mainly because of its colorful setting, with the monkeys, and the famous sun temple, and whatnot. There was something about that situation that appealed to me though, because I find it so common in almost everything. We want what we can’t get and don’t appreciate what we want. When the story ended I felt depressed like we can never outgrow the grass is greener on the other side mentality, I haven’t. Now that I look back at that story I really want to visit that temple someday, and visit India as that family did. Although if I did visit it I would certainly appreciate it more than Mrs. Das did.


All in all I think that these stories are all bitter sweet tragedies that don’t help to justify the phrase “It is better to have loved and lost then never loved at all.” Reading this book, I don’t think that I will consider marriage, ever.

