Alex Beck

Response to Steven King’s On Writing

I did not follow directions. I read pages 99-252 first. Although I never intend to write any books, especially not fiction books, I am a Sci-fi War movie script writer and do intend to eventually finish and hopefully direct or produce in at least twelve of the twenty or so scripts that I have extracted from the dirt of the unmanifest.

Stephen King’s expose on the art of writing fiction remains perfectly applicable in script writing despite the seeming dissimilarity. In fact I think what the whole gist of the chapter is that you shouldn’t try to write superfluously injecting descriptions and needless adjectives but rather in a straight forward manner just like a movie script. When writing a movie script it is important to keep every word true like the all important dialogue of a book, but an actor reads a movie script and easily infers the emotion needed to be portrayed just like an ordinary reader of a book can easily infer the emotion embodied when a character speaks. Only the counter intuitive subtleties need to be explained as they are critical to the atmosphere of the story. I find this to be a little understood fact by many aspiring writers who obsess over absolutely pointless details putting into form what could for the sake of the reader be reserved to one’s own creative imagination.


One thing that I find extremely interesting about King is that he seems to be incredibly intuitive. He has grasped much esoteric understanding about the unmanifest (his reference to “fossils” being dug up from the “ground”), his oversoul (muse), and the astral light (“basement place”). I am under the persuasion that his ability to go to his “basement place” and consult his muse about digging up fossils with extreme care is vital to his success, and that of any great story teller. In fact his choice of music genre directly parallels my own when I get caught up in my future war stories and let the world I’ve created work itself out according to realism and not to the crude constraints of plot mapping.

