GPOS 200 Spring 2004 Activities/Written Assignments

Students must complete all of the following exercises over the course of the semester.  Points received for the one and two-page written assignments will count toward 10 percent of the final course grade. Extra points will be given for exceptional work on these assignments. Failure to satisfactorily complete a written assignment will result in a 1 point reduction to the student's written assignment score. Failure to turn in an assignment at all will result in a 2 point reduction to the student's written assignment score per assignment.  All papers written for this course must be original work; i.e., you may not submit work for this course that was prepared in conjunction with another course. 

All written assignments must be prepared using word processing software and electronic publishing. Keep in mind the page limit requirement. Extraordinary efforts to expand or shorten a paper by changing margins, fonts, line-spacing, etc. are easily identified and will be reflected in a no credit grade. 

Please note:  You should submit each written assignment prior to class time using the digital drop box provided in this blackboard.  You must also print a copy of the assignment and bring it to class.  The digital drop box will stamp your paper with the date and time.  You can use the digital drop box as soon as you finish writing the paper.  That way even if you complete it early, you won’t forget to turn it in.

I. Exploring the global community 

You are to prepare a list of the ways in which both you and Harrisonburg are connected with the global community by recording all of your international linkages for one day (waking through going to sleep). For example, do you have a cup of coffee made from Colombian grown beans? Did you have blueberries grown in Mexico on your corn flakes (or, who do you think probably picked your blueberries grown in California?) Where were your shoes made? Your car? Did you communicate with someone in another country? Are your professors all from the US? Be creative in making these connections and don't forget to think about for the entire day. Your list should detail more than your morning. 

In addition to preparing and submitting this list, you must prepare a two-page essay discussing your personal global connections, as well as the local-global interrelationship. In so doing, you must answer all of the following questions: What effects on your life would occur without these global connections? What are the political implications of these global linkages? Are you surprised by the presence (or absence) and extent of these connections? Why or why not? 
  
  

II. Video Diary.

 There is a series of videotapes on reserve in the library in Carrier Library (at the Media Resources desk in the basement) featuring the effects of globalization on individuals. Each of these is about 25 minutes long. You can see a description of these videos in the Leo Library Catalog (Videotapes no. 7172-7201). Watch any four of these videotapes at your convenience and keep a journal about them.  In your journal entries you can discuss what you learned from the videotape, things that reinforced knowledge or opinions you already held and/or things that challenged your opinions. What questions did the videotape raise? Overall what was your reaction to the videotape? Was your time watching it well spent or a waste of time?  Why?

III. Guest Speaker Reaction Paper 

Over the course of the semester visiting speakers will appear on campus addressing global issues. Students will be notified of these opportunities in class and are encouraged to bring such opportunities to the attention of the class. Students are required to attend one such event during the semester and to write a one to two-page reaction paper.  

IV. Group Presentation Papers

Choose any four of the six presentations (you may use your own presentation as one of these) and write a one-page position paper giving your response to the question.  Defend your position.  You can find information about the various issues on the Course Documents page in the folder labeled readings for group presentations and optional essays. These papers are due the day of the presentation that they are in answer to. 
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