Chapter 1 Review Questions

Invitation to Psychology, 3rd Edition by Wade & Tavris (2005)

1. Is psychology a psuedoscience?  Why or why not?

2. How does the psychology that you will be studying in this course differ from pop psyc?

3. Is psychology a science?  Why or why not?

4. Did the forerunners of psychology use empirical methods?

5. Who was Wilhelm Wundt?  How was he trained?  What methodology did he use to study behavior?

6. Why do most modern psychologists reject trained introspection?

7. What are some critiques of introspection?

8. Who was William James?  What early approach did he espouse?

9. How does functionalism differ from introspection?

10. What are the five major theoretical perspectives of psychology?

11. What different assumptions do the different theoretical perspectives have about how the mind the works?

12. How do the five perspectives differ in how they explain the behavior of individuals?

13. Why do some researchers think of humanistic psychology as a philosophy of life instead of a scientific approach to psychology?

14. What contemporary areas of psychology are influenced by humanistic psychology?

15. Besides therapy, what else do psychologists do?

16. How do the questions that basic psychologists ask differ from applied psychologists?

17. Counseling psychologists, school psychologists, and clinical psychologists are all likely to have clients.  What type of clients is each of these practitioners likely to have?

18. What are the main differences between clinical psychologists, psychoanalysts, psychiatrists, and licensed clinical social workers?

19. How do psychologists contribute to the community?

20. What role do operational definitions play in writing good hypotheses?

21. What role does the principle of falsifiability play in writing good hypotheses?

22. Why is it problematic for a theory to explain anything that could conceivably happen?

23. Why are anecdotes problematic for research psychologists?

24. How does a theory differ from a hypothesis?

25. Is secrecy accepted in science?  Why?

26. When are case studies likely to be used by academic researchers?

27. What are the advantages and disadvantages of naturalistic observation and laboratory observation?

28. How are objective tests, projective tests, and surveys different from each other?

29. How are norms set?

30. How can a researcher determine if a test is reliable?  How can a researcher determine if a test is valid?

31. According to your text, which is more critical:  the sample size or the representativeness of the sample?   Why?

32. How do positive correlations differ from negative correlations?

33. Why does a correlation not imply causation?

34. How does an experiment differ from a correlational study?

35. How can you distinguish between an independent variable and a dependent variable in a research study?

36. Are control groups important for experimental studies?  Are control groups important for nonexperimental studies?

37. Why do researchers use random assignment?

38. What is a solution to experimenter effects?

39. What is one benefit of traditional field research over traditional laboratory experiments?

40. Why is it important to know the values of both the mean and the standard deviation?

41. How do the goals of inferential statistics differ from descriptive statistics?

42. What does it mean to say that a result is statistically significant?

43. Why might results from a cross-sectional study differ from a longitudinal study?

44. What is the main benefit of a meta-analysis?

In addition to these review questions, make sure you can answer the:

· What’s Ahead / Looking Back questions

· Quick Quizzes
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Answers to the What’s Ahead / Looking Back questions are on page 37.

