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GPSYC 101:  General Psychology

Index #21410, Section 8, 3 credit hours

Spring 2005

Instructor:

Kevin J. Apple, Ph.D.




221 Johnston Hall




568-3696




email:  applekj@jmu.edu

Office Hours:  
Mondays:10:30-noon, 

Tuesdays:  2:15-3:30, 

Thursdays:  2:15-3:30, 




and/or by appointment

Class Meeting Time:
Tuesday and Thursday from 11:00-12:15 in 2301 HHS

Textbook:

Invitation to Psychology, 3rd edition by Wade & Tavris (2005)

Prerequisites:

None

Course Web Page:  
http://blackboard.jmu.edu



Please check the web page on a regular basis for announcements.

Course Description:
A study of the nervous system, sensation, perception, consciousness, learning, memory, language, intelligence, motivation, emotion, life span development, personality, psychopathology, psychotherapy, social psychology and the scientific method.

Psychology Goals and Objectives:

1. Acquire a basic knowledge of the theories, concepts and principles of the field of psychology, including biological, cognitive, developmental, social, and clinical processes.

2. Students will develop a basic understanding of research procedures, the empirical nature of scientific inquiry, and the ethical issues involved in collecting and applying research findings.

3. Students will develop an appreciation for the behavioral, affective, and cognitive components of critical thinking, and the application of these thinking skills to scholarly and popular media.

4. Students will gain an appreciation for the historical context of psychological theories, the role of cultures in shaping basic psychological processes, and the universal or culture-specific nature of research observations.

5. Students will realize the relevance and practical application of psychological knowledge to their everyday lives.

General Education Objectives for Cluster Five:

After completing Cluster Five: Individuals in the Human Community, students should be able to:

1. Understand the dimensions of wellness, the various factors affecting each dimension, and how dimensions are interrelated. 

2. Understand the relationship between personal behaviors and lifelong health and wellness. 

3. Recognize an individual's level of health and wellness and understand how these levels impact quality of life. 

4. Identify and implement strategies that improve an individual's wellness.

5. Make plausible interpretations about behavior in social contexts.

6. Identify implications of taking action regarding social/behavioral issues.

7. Use evidence to develop and evaluate positions regarding social/behavioral issues.

8. Discriminate between ethical and nonethical practices in the social/behavioral sciences.

9. Identify relevant contributions of sociocultural/psychological variables to theories about human behavior and social interaction. 

Attendance:
Attendance is not mandatory.  If you do miss class however, it is YOUR responsibility to find out what was missed.  Further, missing class will deprive you of information needed to do well in this course.

Inclement Weather Policy:

If JMU is closed due to bad weather, check the course web page for instructions.

Exams:  
There will be 2 exams throughout the semester worth 60 points each.  There will also be a final exam with a comprehensive section.  The final exam is worth 70 points.  The schedule of exams is as follows:



Exam 1  






(60 points)



Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5




Tuesday, February 22 

Exam 2   






(60 points)



Chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9 




Thursday, March 31

Final Exam  






(70 points)



Chapters 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14 plus comprehensive section




Thursday, May 5 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Pre-Class Questions:


Students will be asked to complete 4 on-line assignments about class material. Each of these Pre-Class Questions will be worth 5 points.  These Pre-Class Questions will be completed on-line and will be due by 10:00 a.m. on selected Tuesdays.  Late Pre-Class Questions will not be accepted.  

For these Pre-Class Questions you have been assigned to either Group 1 or Group 2.  Your group assignment is posted on blackboard.  To find your randomly selected group assignment, click on PCQ and then GROUP PAGES.  These assignments are due on different dates for the 2 groups.  See course schedule for the due dates of these assignments.  Students will not be able to switch groups.  

Extra Credit:
Students can earn a maximum of 5 points extra-credit by completing Pre-Class Question #5.  Pre-Class Question #5 is due on Tuesday, April 19 at 10:00 a.m. for Group 1.  Pre-Class Question #5 is due on Tuesday, April 26 at 10:00 a.m. for Group 2.

Research Portfolio:
Group Research Project   (due by Feb. 17 at start of class)
(10 points)

You will work in small groups to complete a research project.  All members of your group will earn the same number of points.  Each group will turn in one paper.  Late papers will not be accepted.


Research Credits
     (due by April 22)


(6 points)
· All students enrolled in GPSYC 101 are required to earn 3-research credits.  You can earn your research credits by…

1. Participating in 3 hours of psychology experiments 
(1 hour = 1 credit)

2. Completing 3 reviews of assigned research summaries
(1 review = 1 credit)

3. Any combination of the above options (for a maximum of 3 credits) 

· Each research credit earned is worth 2 points toward your final grade.

· Late research credits will not be accepted.

· For more information on the subject pool, you may contact the subject pool coordinator at SubjectPool@jmu.edu or point your web browser to http://www.psyc.jmu.edu/undergraduate/participant_pool/index.html
Grading Policy:
Grades will be based on the 226 points available on the exams, pre-class questions, and the research portfolio.  The final grades will be assigned as follows:

A
210-226
B-
181-187
D+
151-157

A-
203-209
C+
174-180
D
136-150

B+
197-202
C
165-173
F
135 and below

B
188-196
C-
158-164



Missed Exams:
If you cannot take a test at the scheduled time, you must:

1. Contact me at least 1 hour before the exam.  If unable to contact me, be sure to leave a phone message.

2. Provide written documentation of your excuse (e.g., a note from the doctor that treated you).

· If both of these conditions are not met, a grade of zero will be given for the missed exam.

· If both of the conditions are met, the student will take a make-up exam at a time chosen by the instructor.  All make-up exams will be different from the original test. 

Help Sessions:
There will be weekly help sessions during the semester.  These sessions are designed to help you master the material.  Students who have done well in this class in the past will lead these sessions.  The Help Sessions will begin after January 24.  The Help Sessions will be every Tuesday night at 8:00 pm and every Wednesday at 12:15 pm in Blackwell Auditorium of Moody Hall.

Honor Code:  
Students are expected to abide by the honor code set forth in the current edition of the Student Handbook.   All exams, assignments, and pre-class questions are honor work.  That means that students must not give nor receive any unauthorized assistance.  Plagiarism is also a violation of the honor code.  Questions about honor code requirements for any assignment should be discussed with Dr. Apple.

Course Withdrawals:
Before Friday, March 18, you can withdraw from this class on e-campus.  After this date, you will need my permission to drop the class.  A course withdrawal will be permitted only for the most extraordinary circumstances (e.g., death in the immediate family).  In the unlikely event that a course withdrawal is justified, a grade of WP will be assigned if current course work is at a “C” or better level; otherwise, a “WF” will be assigned.

Course Additions:
Students are responsible for registering for classes and for verifying their class schedules on e-campus. Late course additions will not be permitted. The deadline for adding a spring semester class without instructor and academic unit head signature is Tuesday, January 18, 2005. Between Tuesday, January 18, 2005 and Thursday, January 27, 2005, instructor and academic unit head signatures will be required to add a class for spring semester 2005. No student will be allowed to register for a spring semester class after Thursday, January 27, 2005.

Course Schedule

Week of January 10:
Introductions and Chapter 1

Week of January 17:  
Chapters 1 and 2, Group Research Project will be assigned

Group 1:  PCQ #1 (5 points) due Tuesday, January 18 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of January 24:
Chapters 2 and 3

Group 2:  PCQ #1 (5 points) due Tuesday, January 25 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of January 31:
Chapters 3 and 4

Group 1:  PCQ #2 (5 points) due Tuesday, February 1 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of February 7:
Chapters 4 and 5

Group 2:  PCQ #2 (5 points) due Tuesday, February 8 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of February 14:
Assessment Day:  No Class on Tuesday, February 15

Chapter 5

Group Research Project (10 points) due Thurs., February 17 at start of class.

Week of February 21:
Exam 1 (60 points) is on Tuesday, February 22 (bring a #2 pencil)

Chapter 6

Week of February 28:
Chapters 6 and 7

Group 1:  PCQ #3 (5 points) due Tuesday, March 1 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of March 7:
Spring Break:  No Classes

Week of March 14:
Chapters 7 and 8

Week of March 21:
Chapters 8 and 9

Group 2:  PCQ #3 (5 points) due Tuesday, March 22 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of March 28:
Chapters 9
Exam 2 (60 points) is on Thursday, March 31 (bring a #2 pencil)

Week of April 4:
Chapters 10 & 11

Group 1:  PCQ #4 (5 points) due Tuesday, April 5 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of April 11:
Chapters 11 & 12

Group 2:  PCQ #4 (5 points) due Tuesday, April 12 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of April 18:
Chapters 12 & 13

Group 1:  PCQ #5 (5 points extra credit) due Tuesday, April 19 by 10:00 a.m.

Research Credits (6 points) are due on Friday, April 22

Week of April 25:
Chapters 13 & 14

Group 2:  PCQ #5 (5 points extra credit) due Tuesday, April 26 by 10:00 a.m.

Week of May 2:
Final Exam (70 points) is on Thurs., May 5 10:30 a.m.  (bring a #2 pencil)

