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FR Chapter 2 summary

European world dominance reached its zenith in 1914 at the beginning of the “Short 20th century,” as a result of competitive among the dominant 7 nations to not only improve the nation’s core, but to extend the reaches of that nations empire to all places under the sun.

As the golden age of invention ushered in revolutionary new technologies and ideas ranging from electricity to antiseptic, the already pertinent trends of the 19th century continued at an accelerated pace as more and more people emigrated to the cites and the new bustling industrial complexes now expanding throughout Europe. As these industries developed in this second industrial revolution, Europe began to look beyond its own borders to feed its factories with natural resources. This combined with the patriotic/nationalistic zeal to extend its power induces nations to colonize the rest of the world. Each nation sought to plant their flag first in order to take their stake of the uncivilized world, rapidly acquired new territory not only through political manipulation and coercion, but often at gun point from the militarily inferior natives, who in the case of Africa denied first class riffles by a mutual pact among the powers. 

The European model for colonization, although sometimes considered in the natives best interests, rarely was, normally the Europeans simply replace the top of the governmental pyramid. The peasant class was coerced into the capitalistic system that was set up by their new leaders. The peasants were in essence forced to produce their staple material to be sold on the world market normally directed to ports controlled under that certain national empire. This system degraded the age old economic/social system that values family kin in village life, forcing the land out from under the peasants, who are now forced to work cheaply as tenant farmers under a white run enterprise devoted to attaining profit by any means and distributing the capital to the owners of the enterprise.

Europe achieved dominance based on capitalistic and social Darwinist principals that not only enticed the dominant nation states to competitivly exploit the natural resources and fertile lands of inferior nations, but justified it through a sense of missionary responsibility to civilize these culturally/racial inferior people. And this sense of competition, this widely felt superiority complex, which has built this system of dominance, brought about its end.
