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GREEK/ROMAN

Primary playwrights:

Euripides 

Sophocles 

Aristophanes

Menander

Plautus

Greek drama grew out of Dionysian ritual

Structure of Greek tragedy

Late point of attack

Violence and death offstage

Focus on psychological and ethical attributes of characters

Playwrights - didaskalas  (teacher)

MEDIEVAL DRAMA

Liturgical drama 

Vernacular drama 

Miracle plays

Mystery plays

Morality

Drama in the Middle Ages took place primarily in the Church

ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

Commedia dell’arte

Commedia humor was mostly Slapstick

Lazzi 

Zanni

The first opera was Dafne, by Rinuccini

Aria

Recitative

ELIZABETHAN/ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

William Shakespeare 1564-1616

Ben Jonson

Christopher Marlowe

University Wits

Physical structure of Elizabethan Playhouse; daylight, round

RESTORATION/18th CENTURY

Restoration Comedy:

William Congreve wrote All For Love

Neoclassical tragedy:

John Dryden wrote All For Love, based on Antony and Cleopatra

by William Shakespeare
Patent/Legitimate/Royal Theaters

Drury Lane 

Covent Garden

Actor/managers – you should be able to locate each of the following in time and know about their contribution to theater:


William Davenant


David Garrick


Sarah Bernhardt


Sir Henry Irving


Edwin Booth

Richard Brinsley Sheridan wrote The School for Scandal

John Gay wrote The Beggar’s Opera

Ballad opera

Lewis Hallam 
19th CENTURY

Melodrama: A spotless hero, an evil black hearted villain and music underscoring sentimental speeches and action sequences
Well made play
Edwin Booth’s brother was John Wilkes Booth
Ensemble playing
Star system

Box set

Limelight
