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1.) Country – large political subdivision of a state.
County board – the governing board of a county.
Township – Subdivision of a County.
Municipality – urban unit of government chartered by the state.
Special district – unit of local government dealing with a describe set of functions.
Incorporation – setting up a legal community under state law.
Referendum – a special election.
2.) Mayor-council form – The most common form, about half local governments. Elected mayor, serves as executive, while elected council serves as legislative council. This government varies greatly depending on how much power the mayor has.
Commission form – Fusion of executive and legislative into a 5-7 man council. Each council member heads a certain department of local government, and performs executive duties as that head. Police, Fire, Public works, finance, parks, are the most common along with the title of mayor. First developed in 1900, this form of government quickly flowered to over 500 just two decades later.
Council-manager form – form of government where legislative and executive are separated. Small council acts as legislative, while a manager carries out the policies. More than 40% of West and South use this system, first deployed in 1908.
