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Plea Bargaining, the Silent Controversy


Plea bargaining is a process that occurs in around 90% of American criminal court cases. It is the process of bargaining between the defense and the prosecution, to plead guilty of a lesser crime or get a lesser sentencing, or even none at all. Plea bargaining has been going on for a long time with no clear beginning. In the 80s the supreme court ruled that prosecutors had to stay true to their word, and plea bargaining became official.


The system must go on, without plea bargaining, courts will be bogged down, with a plethora of cases, because cases where the guilty party would normally just compromise with a lesser sentence, have nothing to lose and are taking their cases to the court. All experiments have failed to yield any positive results. It helps minor offenses, by persons with light criminal records get lighter sentences.


It's wrong to “Bargain sentences like gabling chips.” It hurts innocents, because they plea to a crime instead of risk a larger sentence. Criminals get lesser sentences than they should. In Anchorage disposition time dropped from 192 days to 92. 


The system works, let it be.

