Reading Responses for Cat’s Cradle
By Alex Beck

1. The main character was interviewing Dr. Breed who was the head housekeeper for the project that developed the atomic bomb. He explains how a single ice crystal of ice nine could freeze water at 140(. I immediately thought that if it froze water at that temperature then if it hit moist ground then it would freeze the entire earth for no place has temperatures above 140(. This gave me an emotional reaction of fear for life on Earth could be ended by a single ice crystal.

2. The end to Cat’s Cradle is very strange. I haven’t read a book in my life that ends with the extinction of the entire human race. And it seems very strange that the characters that survive till the end take the enviable death of the human race so lightly and even more unique when Bokonon thumbs his nose at god when he is immortalized in a statue of ice nine.

3. Kurt Vonnecut is against war in his book Cat’s Cradle, but he made much stronger and more obvious points in Slaughterhouse 5. In Slaughterhouse 5 the point is much clearer because most of the book focuses on the horrors of the western side of WWII. Cat’s Cradle focuses not on war but on the science that made the most powerful weapon of all an Ice crystal that could ruin an entire planet. It gave the scientist the innocence they deserved and put the blame of war on the politics.

4. There are many other differences between Cat’s Cradle and Slaughterhouse 5. Cat’s Cradle was written in a fairly normal manner and the story explained what happened in the order of time in which it happened. Slaughterhouse 5 was the complete opposite, the style in which it was written the events transpired in a completely diffuse manner. It was written as if the timeline of the life of the main character was scrambled, his mind constantly jumped back and forth into the future and past.

5. It seems ironic that a book about the Scientist that invented the A-bomb would end in the world being destroyed by warm ice instead of the frigid nuclear winter that would follow a nuclear apocalypse.

