South African President Nelson Mandela signs the country’s new constitution.

Summary:


The township where it was decided that the ceremony that would end six years of negotiations between blacks and whites, was one where 69 anti-apartheid demonstrators were killed in 1960. Thousands of South Africans gathered to meet on this historic day to commemorate those who died for this struggle and to witness the signing of the new constitution by Nelson Mandela.


The President was strongly urging tolerance and unity in South Africa, saying that the ceremony would honor all those who had died in the long and bloody struggle for democracy. He had met, earlier that day with 22 of the survivors of the 1960. Mandela unveiled a memorial of stones that was covered by a South African flag on the grounds. Later on in the ceremony the survivors joined Mandela on stage as honored guests.


The chairman of the Constitutional Assembly, Cyril Ramaphosa, the Deputy President, Thabo Mbeki and many others joined President Mandela onstage for this historic occasion.

Review:


This article, although short and concise, told a tale that need not be exaggerated, for the appalling struggle for democracy over many long years of war becomes clear within minutes. The article also inserted an important quote that summed up the struggle,

In short words. “ Above all, let us work together in striving to banish homelessness, illiteracy, hunger and disease,” he said, “ Let us join hands for peace and prosperity.”

Though the joining hand bit is somewhat of a cliché, with Sharpville and South Africa as a backdrop, it seems altogether sincere. And is it not poetic, to honor the survivors, 22 in all, to give their cause worth and meaning. Along with these honorary guests, having many other important figures onstage, further marks this as a large point in South Africa’s long struggle for democracy.
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