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Though this book deosn’t differ much from the movie, it gives better insight on the characters and what’s going on in their heads. It also gives a relation of how the Empire came to be. The Old Republic was being destroyed from the inside by the ambitious Senator Palpatine. He became President of the republic, but instead declared himself Emporer. He shut himself away from his people and exterminated almost all the Jedi knights. Slowly he wiped out all memories of the old republic. 


The real story however, starts when a Correllian Corvette with Princess Leah on it is intercepted by an Imperial Star Destroyer. She hides the data that she has for the rebel alliance in a R2-D2 droid and gives a message to a Jedi knight Obi-Wan Kenobi. The droids, R2-D2 and C3PO both exit the ship in an escape pod but Leah is captured. On the planet, they are picked up by Jawas and sold to Luke Skywalker and his uncle Lars Owen. R2-D2 plays the message and insists they need to find this Obi-Wan Kenobi. So he leaves in the night and Luke has to go after the droid. They are ambushed by Tusken Raiders and Old Ben Kenobi, as he’s known to Luke, saves him. They talk, and he is given his father’s lightsaber. They see a destroyed sand crawler of the Jawas, and Luke finds his Uncle’s house destroyed by the Imperials. So, he travels with the droids and Obi-Wan to Mos Eisley, a local spaceport. There they meet Han Solo and Chewbacca, smugglers who have a ship for hire. They offer to pay when they get to Alderaan, and so they set off. But when they arrive at where Alderaan should be there is only debris. Then they spy a tie fighter, Imperial, which only fly close to bases, becuase they have no hyperdrive. Then they realize the moon they are heading for is really a huge imperial battle station, the Death Star, as it is known, and try to turn around. But they are pulled in by the stations tractor beams. They hide under planks of the ships flooring where illicit goods would normally be, and the Imperials don’t find them when they search the ship. 

